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Dental Terminology                                             
Event Category: Health Science………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Eligible Divisions: Secondary & 

Postsecondary/ Collegiate 

Round One: In Person Testing 

Written 50 Q test (60 minutes) 

Digital Upload: NO 

Solo Event: 1 competitor 

 

This event will take place as a written test at SLC (Thursday, March 18th ) 

Refer to the Conference Agenda for assigned testing time 
 

Event Summary 

Dental terminology allows members to gain knowledge and skills regarding language common to all dental careers and 

specialties. This competitive event consists of a written test. In the event of a tie, the tiebreaker questions will be judged. It 

inspires members to learn about dental terminology, physiology, and pathophysiology. 

 

                                                    

General Event Information 

General Rules  Competitors must be familiar with and adhere to the General Rules and Regulations.  

Dress Code HOSA’s Official Uniform or HOSA Business Dress.  Appendix D 

Competitors Must 

Provide 

● Photo ID 

● Two #2 lead pencils (not mechanical) with an eraser 

● Neon colored foam earplugs, NOT earbuds, for noise control (optional) 

HOSA Conference Staff will provide equipment and supplies listed in Appendix I.  

Official References  The references below are used in the development of the test questions: 

● Kindle, Calista and Dofka. Charline M.  Dental Terminology.  Cengage Learning.  Latest 

edition. 

● Nelson, Stanley J. Wheeler’s Dental Anatomy, Physiology and Occlusion, Elsevier.  Latest edition 

 

ROUND ONE- Test 

Test Instructions All competitors will be given a test and test answer sheet. The written test will consist of 50 

multiple choice questions in a maximum of 60 minutes. See test instructions here. 

Two sets of five (5) fill-in-the-blank tiebreaker questions will be administered with the original 

test. Correct spelling is required for an item to be considered correct. Tiebreakers should be 

written in the space provided in the test booklet. 

Time Remaining 

Announcements 

There will be NO verbal announcements for time remaining during SLC testing.  All SLC testing 

will be completed in the Testing Center, and competitors are responsible for monitoring their 

own time. 

 

 

 

https://hosa.org/GRR/
https://hosa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/26-27-HOSA-Appendix-D-Dress-Code-FINAL-.docx-1.pdf
https://hosa.org/appendices/
https://hosa.org/appendices/
https://hosa.org/appendices/
https://www.cengage.com/c/dental-terminology-4e-kindle/9780357456828PF/
https://www.cengage.com/c/dental-terminology-4e-kindle/9780357456828PF/
https://www.cengage.com/c/dental-terminology-4e-kindle/9780357456828PF/
https://www.cengage.com/c/dental-terminology-4e-kindle/9780357456828PF/
https://www.cengage.com/c/dental-terminology-4e-kindle/9780357456828PF/
https://www.cengage.com/c/dental-terminology-4e-kindle/9780357456828PF/
https://www.amazon.com/Wheelers-Dental-Anatomy-Physiology-Occlusion/dp/0323638783/ref=sr_1_1?crid=5RS94DTLELU8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.qVR_DmNfCjZo_1QwvW2AWmkuF8y4TVBee9LV400qXg7OmOlTy141VATENqRC6inqdafr_suSUbCFy2jqyWDOTzZQLOIukRg2-_EH7oo318X-I1H0opHy8ieAtIwOzyJsu_4b3MOAifiNkWL4RGuUrsBP-bngK5KXmC-VKCcfJV8OWI-MCliWmcvcqpGbfYiOWqoDvam6-MaFNYMIOh1OCfycrdfS_oBL6EtkoOj6bHg.9VxF52K46ADeKDoT_6q49-n3LUdXhVVjkOwCPKaaJ_s&dib_tag=se&keywords=wheeler%27s+dental+anatomy%2C+physiology%2C+and+occlusion&qid=1721830307&sprefix=Wheeler%27s+Dental%2Caps%2C105&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Wheelers-Dental-Anatomy-Physiology-Occlusion/dp/0323638783/ref=sr_1_1?crid=5RS94DTLELU8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.qVR_DmNfCjZo_1QwvW2AWmkuF8y4TVBee9LV400qXg7OmOlTy141VATENqRC6inqdafr_suSUbCFy2jqyWDOTzZQLOIukRg2-_EH7oo318X-I1H0opHy8ieAtIwOzyJsu_4b3MOAifiNkWL4RGuUrsBP-bngK5KXmC-VKCcfJV8OWI-MCliWmcvcqpGbfYiOWqoDvam6-MaFNYMIOh1OCfycrdfS_oBL6EtkoOj6bHg.9VxF52K46ADeKDoT_6q49-n3LUdXhVVjkOwCPKaaJ_s&dib_tag=se&keywords=wheeler%27s+dental+anatomy%2C+physiology%2C+and+occlusion&qid=1721830307&sprefix=Wheeler%27s+Dental%2Caps%2C105&sr=8-1
https://hosa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/26-27-HOSA-Appendix-C-Written-Test-Instructions-FINAL.docx-1.pdf


 

Dental Terminology SC HOSA SLC Guidelines (September 2026)        Page 2 of 3 

The expectation is that competitors read and are aware of all the content within these guidelines and associated links. Successful competitors will study all 

links for detailed information.  

Written Test Plan The test plan for the Dental Terminology Test is: 

● Comprehensive Dental Care and Dental Specialties - 30% 

○ General Dentistry 

○ Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 

○ Cosmetic Dentistry 

○ Pediatric Dentistry 

○ Prosthodontics 

○ Endodontics, Orthodontics, & Periodontics 

○ Implant Dentistry 

○ Dental office laboratory and equipment 

● Dental Instruments - 10% 

● Pharmacology & Pain Management - 10% 

● Emergency Care - 10% 

● Tooth Restorations - 10% 

● Head and Neck Anatomy - 10% 

● Radiography - 10% 

● Dental Laboratory Materials and Procedures - 10% 

Sample Test Questions 1. What ridge occurs on the occlusal surface of posterior teeth at a point where two         

triangular ridges meet? (Dofka pp 52) 

A. Marginal ridge 

B. Oblique ridge 

C. Transverse ridge  

D. Triangular ridge  

2. What is a small elevation on a portion of a crown produced by an extra formation of 

enamel? (Nelson pp 7) 

A. Ridge 

B. Cingulum 

C. Tubercle 

D. Cusp 

 What is a cowhorn? (Nelson pp 285) 

A. Extraction forceps 

B. Apical forceps 

C. Root Elevator 

D. Maxillary Elevator 

 

Final Scoring  
In the event of a tie, successive sets of five (5) tiebreaker questions will be judged until a winner is determined. Correct 

spelling is required for an item to be considered correct in the tiebreaker.  
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International Leadership Conference (ILC) qualifiers 

Go to https://hosa.org/guidelines/ for specifics about this competitive event at ILC. 

June 22-25, 2027, Pennsylvania Convention Center in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

 

 
 
High School/Post-Secondary/Collegiate Seniors 
Don’t wait until you graduate to join the HOSA alumni network!  Graduating from high school or completing your 

postsecondary/collegiate program does not mean your HOSA journey has to end. As a HOSA member, you are eligible to 

become a HOSA Lifetime Alumni Member- a free and valuable opportunity to remain connected, give back, and help to shape 

the future of the organization. Learn more and sign up at hosa.org/alumni. 

 
 
 
SC HOSA Scholarship  
Application: https://www.schosa.org/students/scholarships/ 

Application Window Opens: December 1, 2026 

Application Deadline: February 1, 2027 

 
 
 
National HOSA Scholarship 

Scholarship program has funding available for HOSA members who have an interest in various health careers!  The 

application process begins January 1, 2027, and can be found here: https://hosa.org/scholarships/. 
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