
Make your impact on 
healthcare as a pharmacist

LEARN • LEAD • INNOVATE • SUCCEED



•  Enter the Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.) program after a
minimum of two collegiate years

•  Obtain a doctorate level degree following only
6 years of college

•  Pursue multiple career pathways over your lifetime with a
single Doctor of Pharmacy degree

•  Practice in a variety of pharmacy settings, with or without
patient interaction

•  Experience flexible work schedules and continued professional
growth opportunities

•  Promote healthy lifestyles and medication safety to your
communities through various counseling efforts and group
educational classes

•  Educate patients on the use of prescription and over-the-
counter medications

•  Advise physicians, nurses and other healthcare professionals
on medication selection, dosage, frequency, interactions and
side effects

•  Serve crucial positions in the expanding roles of the pharmacist
by administering vaccines, providing drug therapies based on
a person’s genetic makeup, and owning their own business, or
pursue many other career path opportunities

Reasons to Pursue a UofSC Pharm.D.

5 COMBINATION DEGREES AVAILABLE: 
MBA • MPH • MHIT • MHA • PhD
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My self-confidence has grown tremendously over the past three 
years with faculty members and the curriculum pushing me to 
accomplish goals I never thought I could achieve. I feel privileged 
to have experienced the numerous learning opportunities offered 
by the college that are not available at other pharmacy schools.

  — Bel Iwegbue, Class of 2020

How could you not fall absolutely in love with the University of 
South Carolina College of Pharmacy? With its comprehensive 
curriculum, leadership development programs and extracurricular 
activities, the college not only trains us to be great pharmacists 
but challenges us to think critically in order to become the best 
pharmacists in the nation.

— Jonathan Hui, Class of 2021

One of the best parts about being a student at the 
University of South Carolina College of Pharmacy is being afforded 
opportunities of awareness. I love having classmates that are my 
PHARMily and feeling confident that I will leave here able to make 
a positive impact in the healthcare of those in my community.

— Courtney Jackson-Jones, Class of 2021

As a first-generation college graduate, I understand how a college 
education can change lives. The College of Pharmacy provided me 
with a career that allows me to make a difference in the lives of 
others through healthcare.

— Carl Dunn, Alumni



The median 
annual wage 
for pharmacists 
in the U.S. is 
greater than

The job placement rate 
for University of South 
Carolina College of 
Pharmacy students is

(Graduating Student Survey, UofSC, 2019)

(Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of 
Labor, Occupational Outlook Handbook, 

Pharmacists, February 2021).

of entering Pharm.D. students

  

9 0% 
at UofSC graduate from the 
program in 4 years

(Graduating Student Statistics, 2020)

 99%

$128,090



Pharmacists are ranked

Ranking in the Top 20 in the country 

Pharmacists have 

greater 
than 30 
different career 
pathway options
with just one 
Pharm.D. degree

>97% of UofSC
COP graduates pass the 
NAPLEX on the first try

>90% of UofSC
COP graduates pass the 
MPJE on the first try

(Gallup Poll, January 2020)

(Success of Pre-Residency Track, 2020)

(Graduating Student Statistics, 2020)

(Graduating Student Statistics, 2020)

“ MOST HONEST 
AND ETHICAL 
PROFESSIONS”

4th on the 
list of

residency 
match rate;

UofSC COP students have a

79%



PHARMACY CAREER PATH OPTIONS
FUN FACT: The majority of UofSC graduates achieve a first-job salary greater than $105,000 (Graduating Student Survey, 2019).
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PHARMACY CAREER PATH OPTIONS
FUN FACT: The majority of UofSC graduates achieve a first-job salary greater than $105,000 (Graduating Student Survey, 2019).
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•  Receive notification of acceptance into the Pharm.D.
program just 1 year after starting college by pursuing the
“Early Decision” admissions process

•  Begin our Pharm.D. program your junior year

•  Complete your Pharmacy pre-requisites and professional
Pharm.D. program on the same university campus

•  Obtain expert academic counseling regarding admission
into the professional Pharm.D. program from our Pre-
Pharmacy Advisors, accessible year-round

•  Obtain pharmacy exposure through student
organizations, faculty shadowing opportunities,
Pre-Pharmacy events, and our PHAR 401 course

•  Attend events held only for UofSC Pre-Pharmacy
students (i.e., PCAT, Interview, Admissions, Resume,
and Professional Etiquette workshops) to increase
competiveness for admission into the Pharm.D. program

•  Participate in student organizations exploring the fields
of pharmacy (i.e., Carolina Association of Pre-Pharmacy
Students, Student National Pharmaceutical Association,
American Pharmacists Association Academy of Student
Pharmacists)

•  Network with pharmacy faculty, pharmacy practitioners
and pharmacy students

•  Obtain a B.S. in Pharmaceutical Sciences degree while
pursuing your Pharm.D. degree

•  Join a community of student peers sharing similar
interests in the pharmacy profession

•  UofSC Pre-Pharmacy students are ~2 times more likely
to be accepted into the Pharm.D. program than all other
applicants (Admitted Students Statistics, UofSC, 2018).

Why should you select the 
UofSC Pre-Pharmacy Program?



 High school seniors committed to a career in 
Pharmacy are encouraged to apply for our Early 
Assurance Program.

Accepted students are conditionally admitted to the 
Pharm.D. program directly after high school.

Gamecock Pharmacy 
Assurance (GPA) Program

For more information, visit tinyurl.com/y52exosg



600+ pharmacy practice rotation sites 
throughout the state, country, and world available 

to students

State-of-the-art facilities, such as the ACE Lab

More than 150 years of experience 
educating pharmacists

Three optional curricular track programs 
that provide training in business, residency 

preparation, and leadership

Opportunities to learn with and from multiple 
other health profession students throughout 

didactic and experiential courses, extracurricular 
organizations, and outside activities

Pioneering research opportunities, 
alongside internationally renowned faculty, that 

lead to new therapies

Nationally recognized student organizations 
and individual students

Entrepreneurial and business career path 
training, provided by the Kennedy Pharmacy 

Innovation Center

Two available campuses: Columbia 
(comprehensive research university) and 
Greenville (progressive hospital system)

Students enjoy university benefits of tickets to 
various sporting events, membership in more 
than 500 organizations on campus, and close 

proximity to beaches and mountains



Pharm.D. Admissions Criteria

Successful completion of Pharmacy 
pre-requisite courses

Cumulative and Pharmacy 
pre-requisite GPA 

Optional PCAT scores

Interview evaluations

Letters of 
recommendation

Pharmacy exposure

Research 
experience

Extracurricular 
activities

Honors/Awards



Pharmacy Pre-Requisites

COURSE CREDITS

General Chemistry 8 hours

Organic Chemistry 8 hours

Physics 3 hours

Calculus 3 hours

Statistics 3 hours

General Biology 8 hours

Microbiology 3 hours

Human Anatomy & Physiology 6 hours

English Composition 3 hours

English Lit/Composition 3 hours

Public Speaking 3 hours

Economics 3 hours

Psychology 3 hours

Liberal Arts Electives 9 hours





Clockwise from left: College of Pharmacy students creating solutions in the 
compounding lab; Dean Stephen J. Cutler honors our 150 years of pharmacy 
education; UofSC students enjoying the Russell House patio; School Pride with Cocky; 
the student leaders of CAPPS (Carolina Association of Pre-Pharmacy Students); and 
the Coker Life Sciences Building at UofSC, which houses the College of Pharmacy



SCHEDULE A 
CAMPUS/COLLEGE 
OF PHARMACY TOUR 
Email kinslowk@cop.sc.edu or 
call (803) 777-6635 to tour the 
College of Pharmacy

Email visitor@mailbox.sc.edu or 
call (800) 922-9755 to tour the 
University of South Carolina campus

LEARN MORE 
ABOUT THE COP
Join our Prospective Student Listserv 
by emailing Director of Admissions, 
Nikki Mellen at mellen@cop.sc.edu 

Email kinslowk@cop.sc.edu for 
additional information about our 
Pre-Pharmacy program

Email mellen@cop.sc.edu for additional 
information about our Pharm.D. program

For general information about the 
UofSC College of Pharmacy, visit 
sc.edu/pharmacy



CONNECT WITH US ON SOCIAL!
@PrePharmUofSC AND @UofSCPharm

@PrePharmUofSC AND @UofSCPharm @uofscpharm 




